
For law enforcement, a surge in holiday crime 
presents a unique challenge

Law enforcement agencies must protect communities while staying ahead of increasingly 
sophisticated criminals. That’s where advanced technology becomes a game-changer,  
empowering officers to safeguard the season and stay one step ahead of the grinches.

The holiday season is a time for joy, celebration, and togetherness. Unfortunately, it is also a time 
when crime rates tend to spike. As shoppers flood stores, packages pile up on doorsteps and travel 

plans leave homes unattended, criminals see an opportunity to strike. From theft and fraud to 
property crimes, the festive hustle and bustle can create a perfect cover for those with ill intentions. 

In 2024, a burglary event  
was reported every 40.6 

seconds in the US.1

Keep the Peace 
This Season with 
Sophisticated Law 
Enforcement Technology 

Challenges Faced During 
the Holiday Season
Interconnected challenges make the holidays season 
one of the most demanding times for law enforcement 
agencies, requiring operational planning, multi-agency 
cooperation, and community engagement for a safe and 
festive season. 

1. Surge in Theft: 
Retail crime, including shoplifting and organized retail theft, thefts from vehicles and purse thefts often spike 
during the holidays, further taxing law enforcement. Retailers report more incidents of theft and violence in stores, 
packages stolen from cars in lots and purses stolen from shopping carts requiring closer coordination with police  
to deter crimes and protect store employees and customers.

2. Porch Piracy: 
As online shopping reaches its peak during the holiday season, so does the risk of package theft. With millions of 
gifts and deliveries left on porches and doorsteps, “porch pirates” often seize the opportunity to strike. 

3. Residential Burglary Spikes: 
The holiday season often means travel. With lights off, mail piling up, and no one around, these vacant properties 
signal opportunity to criminals and empty homes can become prime targets for burglars.

4. Higher Incidence of Impaired Driving
Holiday festivities often lead to more drunk driving cases, which require focused law enforcement efforts like 
checkpoints and public safety campaigns. The increased impaired driving risks complicate policing efforts and can 
contribute to more traffic accidents and fatalities.

5. Increased Incidents and Resource Strain: 
The holiday season can produce an influx in emergency calls related to traffic accidents, impaired driving, public 
disturbances, and thefts, placing demands on law enforcement and emergency responder resources. Managing this 
increased workload requires strategic resource allocation, and can strain staffing levels, especially as officers work 
extended shifts and face unpredictable schedules.

Stay One Step Ahead of the Grinches
LexisNexis® Risk Solutions equips law enforcement agencies  
with data, analytics and technology to proactively prepare for 
 or respond swiftly and effectively when a crime occurs.  
Our solutions are designed to help agencies gain access to  
actionable insights that can streamline investigations  
and enhance public safety.  

Reveal Non-Obvious Connections 
Accurint® Virtual Crime Center brings together disconnected data from over 10,000 different sources, including 

police agencies nationwide, aiding in locating identity data, retrieving jail booking photos, performing robust 
analytics, mapping patterns, and performing link analysis for case resolution. This solution can provide law 

enforcement with the tools needed to quickly identify groups of individuals operating as burglary rings, 
organized retail theft groups, and porch pirates. 

Add the “Who” to Device Records 
Accurint® TraX™ places automated, data enhanced call detail records at an investigator’s fingertips, aiding  
them in developing key insights and identifying patterns based on cellular data. This solution can equip law 

enforcement with the capability to place persons of interest at a specific location during the time a crime occurred. 

Transform Data into Actionable Intelligence 
Accurint® Public Safety Marketplace integrates advanced law enforcement tools, including  

Open-Source Intelligence (OSINT), License Plate Recognition (LPR), and Image Matching into a single, 
powerful ecosystem that can amplify the depth of an investigation.

Protect the Holidays:  
Equip Your Force with Innovation 

Learn more about LexisNexis® Risk Solutions and our solutions designed for  
law enforcement agencies at risk.lexisnexis.com/le.  

Together we can keep the peace this season, protect communities, and reduce crime. 

1.  UCR Summary of Reported Crimes in the Nation: 2024 https://cde.ucr.cjis.gov/LATEST/webapp/#/pages/explorer/crime/special-reports 

2.  2024 Package Theft Annual Report and Statistics  https://www.security.org/package-theft/annual-report/ 

3.  Council on Criminal Justice Shoplifting Trends https://counciloncj.org/between-the-aisles-a-closer-look-at-shoplifting-trends/
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58 million Americans  
were victims of  

“porch pirates” in 20242

In November and December, 
a 40% increase in shoplifting 

incidents is observed3

Quickly Uncover Crime Trends 
Accurint® AI Insights is the generative artificial intelligence feature available in Accurint® Virtual Crime Center 

that uncovers crime trend insights and automated alerts based on agency data. Agencies can use detailed 
analytical tools to quickly analyze the data on emerging trends to help combat emerging crime patterns. 

Gain Critical Insight 
With cross-jurisdictional data sharing, customizable dashboards and an integration of diverse resources 

needed to complete thorough investigations, our LexisNexis® Risk Solutions Investigative Solution Suite 
provides your agency with the comprehensive view needed to work effectively and efficiently. 
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