
Change is inevitable. Whether sparked by regulations, new technology, 
politics or economic factors, financial institutions need to adapt to survive. 
 
The rapid pace of emerging threats and complexity of issues – from sanctions 
and shadow fleets to sophisticated cybercrime – will force institutions to 
recalibrate their approach to financial crime and compliance in 2026.
 
Here are five key trends to watch as the year unfolds.

Geopolitical events are rapidly driving sanctions and export controls and impacting 
how countries access financial systems. Sanctioned and non-sanctioned countries 
alike are reducing their reliance on global payment infrastructure, causing 
exploitable gaps in an increasingly fragmented financial landscape.

With alternative payment systems on the rise1 and greater regulatory scrutiny 
on dual-use goods, vessels, trade-based money laundering and tari� evasion, 
enhanced monitoring of trade flows is as crucial as “following the money.”
Agility to adapt will be key for 2026.

2025

$10.5
trillion

20294

$15.6
trillion

5 TRENDS POISED TO SHAPE THE 
FINANCIAL CRIME COMPLIANCE 
LANDSCAPE IN 2026

Shi�ing geopolitics create new vulnerabilities 
and financial crime risks

Sanctioned vessel profiles have exploded2 

Malign cyber activities erode digital trust. They skew politics, disrupt critical 
services, open the door for security breaches and serve as a breeding ground 
for scams, fraud, ransomware attacks, money laundering and other financial 
crimes. 

In response, regulators are increasingly coordinating cyber-related sanctions 
programs: OFAC, the EU and the UK have all issued designations under cyber 
frameworks, targeting state-linked actors and large-scale fraud schemes.

Technical compliance has long served as a barometer of e�ectiveness. 
However, despite years of expanding requirements, financial crime continues. 
As a result, regulatory focus is shi�ing from check-the-box rules toward 
achieving meaningful outcomes.

Outcome-based regulations reduce the cost and complexity of compliance by 
prioritizing e�ectiveness over prescriptive requirements. This strategic shi� 
enables financial institutions to allocate resources more e�ectively, explore 
new opportunities, invest in emerging technology and boost financial inclusion, 
while continuing to recognize the benefits of e�iciency.

Sharing information – whether through public/private arrangements
or consortia – is essential for fighting increasingly sophisticated
financial crime. But disparate privacy and data protection regulations,
anti-competition rules and liability concerns can hinder collaboration. That 
opens the door for criminals who increasingly weaponize privacy laws to obscure 
beneficial ownership and challenge disclosure requirements, fueling money 
laundering and other financial crimes.

Evolving regulations are moving the industry toward mutualization of 
risk-relevant data, a trend that is likely to pick up speed as 2026 unfolds.

Artificial intelligence (AI) is a double-edged sword. Malicious actors are 
weaponizing generative AI for scams, deep fakes, identity fraud and money 
laundering. Institutions are fighting back by incorporating AI-based tools into 
compliance workflows to enhance detection.

The challenge for the industry in 2026 will be to strike the right balance – 
leveraging AI’s financial crime fighting potential through strong data quality 
and governance frameworks without imposing excessive controls that stifle 
innovation. All while ensuring transparency and explainability.

This document is for informational purposes only and does not guarantee the functionality or features of any LexisNexis Risk Solutions 
products identified.

LexisNexis Risk Solutions does not represent nor warrant that this document is complete or error free. LexisNexis and the Knowledge 
Burst logo are registered trademarks of RELX Inc. registered in the U.S. or other countries. Other products may be trademarks or 
registered trademarks of their respective companies.

Copyright © 2026 LexisNexis Risk Solutions.

Sources

1 https://www.swi�.com/news-events/news/4-trends-shaping-global-payments

2 LexisNexis® Risk Solutions data - Jan-Oct 2023-2025

3 https://www.biia.com/financial-inclusion-at-record-high-but-1-3-billion-still-unbanked-world-bank-global-findex-2025-report/

4 https://stocklytics.com/content/cybercrime-is-rising-but-the-cybersecurity-market-is-slowing-down-annual-growth-rate-to-halve-
to-6-3-by-2029/#:~:text=Global%20Cybersecurity%20Spending%20to%20Hit,the%20expected%20annual%20cybercrime%20cost

5 https://go.chainalysis.chom/2025-Crypto-Crime-Report.html

6 LexisNexis Risk Solutions Cybercrime Report 2025

7 https://www.pwc.com/gx/en/issues/risk-regulation/global-compliance-survey.html

8 https://www.pwc.com/gx/en/issues/risk-regulation/pwc-global-compliance-study-2025.pdf

9 https://www.fatf-gafi.org/content/dam/fatf-gafi/reports/Asset-Recovery-Guidance-Best-Practices.pdf.coredownload.pdf

10 https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/digital-omnibus-regulation-proposal

11 https://www.fincen.gov/news/news-releases/fincen-issues-frequently-asked-questions-clarify-suspicious-activity-reporting

12 https://www.acaglobal.com/news-and-announcements/financial-services-firms-rapidly-integrate-ai-but-validation-and-third-party
-oversight-still-lag-survey-finds/

13 https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2024/11/19/2983287/0/en/AI-and-Gen-AI-are-set-to-transform-cybersecurity-for-
most-organizations.html

14 https://www.pwc.com/gx/en/issues/risk-regulation/pwc-global-compliance-study-2025.pdf

Cyberthreats continue to reshape risk

E�ectiveness takes center stage

Factors driving the rise in alternative payment systems

The need for 
faster, less 
expensive 

payment options

Cost of cybercrime worldwide

Individuals

Political Systems

Economies

proceeds from 
crypto crime5

Scams that start in the 
digital space can have a 

ruinous financial and 
emotional impact on 

victims and o�en lead to 
human tra�icking.

Cyberattacks and 
misinformation 

campaigns can interfere 
with elections, influencing 

political decisions and 
policy direction.

Ransomware attacks on 
critical infrastructure can 

become foreign policy 
issues that are met with 

sanctions, crippling entire 
sectors or economies.

Data sharing developments

$51bn 65%

The fallout from malicious cyber activities

of financial services firms 
believe that compliance 

requirements have become 
more complex7

90%

Risk-relevant data sharing is key 
for combating financial crime

AI powers both crime and compliance

of financial services firms 
are using AI (up from 45% 

in 2024)12

of organizations expect 
GenAI to deliver faster 

threat detection13

More than

of firms are concerned about 
data privacy risks when using 
AI for compliance activities14

Financial institutions 
in sanctioned 

countries cut o� 
from Swi�

Countries looking 
to bypass trade 
restrictions and 

tari�s

Financial inclusion 
for the 1.3 billion 
unbanked adults3 

year-on-year increase in 
mule-related money 
movement in the UK6

71% 60%

EU AMLR Article 75 

Provides the legal framework for 
information-sharing partnerships to encourage 
cross-sector and cross-border collaboration.

FinCEN CIP Rule Exemption

Encourages information sharing and 
collaboration by allowing banks to partner with 
third-party providers for customer verification.

Canada’s Consumer-Driven 
Banking Framework

Lets Canadian businesses and individuals 
securely share their financial data with 
approved third-party providers.

FATF Recommendation 16

Requires participants in the payments 
chain to collect and share enhanced 
originator and beneficiary information.

UK EDDTA Information Sharing

Creates legal gateways enabling regulated 
sectors to share suspicions of economic crime, 
facilitating coordinated detection.
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of organizations blame 
complexity for hampering 
their ability to launch new 

products and services8

74%

Greater focus on outcomes, not just processes

Discover how global risk intelligence and advanced technology from 
LexisNexis® Risk Solutions can help your organization adapt to change, 
boost compliance and toughen your fight against financial crime. 
Visit risk.lexisnexis.com/fcc for more information.

The value of AI in financial crime compliance

Streamlined workflow automation for operational e�iciency

Enhanced data capture and synthesis for improved KYC and due diligence

Stronger sanctions screening with more accurate matching models

Sophisticated analytics and automated alert remediation to reduce false positives

Behavioral analysis and anomaly detection to capture more true risk

Suspicious activity 
reporting (SAR)

FinCEN encourages 
institutions to focus on filings 

that provide the greatest 
value to law enforcement, 
discouraging defensive or 
threshold-based SARs.11

EU Digital Omnibus

The Digital Omnibus 
streamlines EU rules to cut 
complexity and compliance 

costs, with the aim of 
making regulation more 

e�ective and easier 
to follow.10

E�ective asset recovery

The latest FATF guidance 
prioritizes measurable 
asset recovery, not just 

investigations or 
convictions.9
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